NAM

NAG CH Figure 3.16 Peptidoglycan Subunit Composition. The peptidoglycan subunit of
¢ Escherichia coli, most other gram-negative bacteria, and many gram-positive bacteria. NAG
CH,0H NH— C 0 is N-acetylglucosamine. NAM is N-acetylmuramic acid (NAG with lactic acid attached by
an ether linkage). The tetrapeptide side chain is composed of alter nating D- and L-amino
acids since meso-diaminopimelic acid is connected through its L.-carbon. NAM and the
—0 tetrapeptide chain attached to it are shown in different shades of color for clarity.
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