Crystal violet for 30 seconds
Water rinse for 2 seconds

Gram's iodine for 1 minute
Water rinse

Wash with 95% ethanol or acetone for
10-30 seconds
Water rinse

Safranin for 30-60 seconds
Water rinse and blot

Figure 2.14 The Gram-Staining Procedure. Note that
decolorization with ethanol or acetone removes crystal violet from
gram-negative cells but not from gram-positive cells. The gram-
negative cells then turn pink to red when counterstained with safranin.



