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Discussion Questions # 13 (Nov 28th, 2006)

Please answer any two of the questions, PRINT it out and turn it in either on your discussion sections or on next Monday's class no later than 12:00PM.  Email attachments and late delivery are not acceptable. 
1. What are the three means of gene transfer in bacterial systems? Which of these will be affected by treating the buffer in which the cells are suspended with DNase?
2. What are plasmids? They are not essential for a bacterial cell’s growth, yet are tolerated by the bacteria. Why?

3. Mention the important difference between generalized and specialized transduction.
4. What do you mean by competency? Is E.coli naturally competent? List one method employed in the lab to transform E.coli.
5. Explain the terms - lysogens, prophage, immunity, superinfection, with respect to bacteriophages.
