Lab Report (LR) Guidelines

General Points
Write your name, date, time and day lab meets, desk number, incubator basket number, and hall locker number in the upper right hand corner of the 1st page (advisable to put your name on all pages of the LR).



Name



Date




(e.g.) 2-5 Tue 220E


Desk #, Hall locker #, Incubator space #

Write the title of the lab on the first page of the LR (e.g. Microscopy lab - Lab 1).

Clearly label and write each section of the LR required for each lab (as announced by the TA).

Spell everything correctly, especially the names of the organisms.

Italicize or underline the scientific names of organisms.  Genus is written in upper case letters, but the species is not (i.e. Escherichia coli, E. coli, or E. coli).

Preferably turn in typed reports, (data sheets from the lab manual do not need to be typed - these are torn out from LM and stapled to the typed LR).  If hand written, LR MUST be legible.

Lab reports are due at the beginning of the next lab period (unless otherwise specified.  For each day the LR is late, 2 points will be taken off.  Turning in the LR at end of class is 2 points off.

Parts of Report

Purpose

Define the purpose of the lab and why you are doing it.  Be precise.  For most labs, this can be done in 1-2 sentences.  Make sure you address all different exercises done in that lab period - do not restrict to just one part of the lab!

Procedure


Only write if there were changes (or additions) made to the original lab procedure.  


Write only those steps that are different from those in the manual or what were added.

Results


All data should be on the sheets from lab manual (torn out of manual).

Discussion

Be concise.  This should not be more than 1-2 paragraphs.

Discuss what you concluded from the lab exercise (relate the different parts of the lab).  

What did you learn from the results?  Do not restate the procedure or the results.

Discuss how the purpose of the lab was met.

Don’t ramble on - the more you say the more incorrect information you are probably adding.

Assigned Questions

These are separate from the discussion unless otherwise stated by the TA.

Answer the assigned questions (by TA) from lab manual.

