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ENROLLMENT IN M C 128C

You nust have conpleted the prerequisites for MC 128C prior to enrollnment, i.e.
credit for MC 228 or registration for MC 228. Students who do not have these
prerequisities will be dropped fromthe course by the 5th class day, Septenber
1, 1998.

REQUI RED TEXT: Pecheni k, Jan A. 1997. A Short Guide to Witing About
Bi ol ogy (3rd ed.) Addi son- sl ey
Educational , New York, N.Y. (Pl ease purchase this book.

It is available at the canpus bookstores.)

COURSE REQUI REMENTS: M C 128C is a Substantial Witing Conponent (SWC) course
whi ch neets the followi ng university requirenments:

1. Each course certified as having a substantial wit ing component nust
include at least three witing activities per senester, exclusive of in class
qui zzes and exam nations. These three or nore witing activities nust total
approxi mately 16 typewitten, doubl e-spaced pages (about 4,000 words). A najor
rewiting of a paper (requiring additional original witing, not nmerely editing)
can be considered a separate witing activity.



2. During the course, each student nust receive a tinmely and detail ed
critique followi ng each witing activity concerning the quality of the
student's witten expression and ways in which the paper can be inproved.

3. The quality of a student's witten expression nust be an inportant
conponent in determ ning the student's course grade.

COURSE OVERVI EW

The topic chosen for the Fall 1998 sections of MC 128C i s EMERG NG | NFECTI QUS
DI SEASES. Teans of two students will choose one m croorgani smwhich is
associated with an energing or reenerging infectious disease, and will study and
wite about this pathogen for the entire senester. Each nenber of the team
(working without his or her partner) will be given four witing assignhnments
about their chosen pathogen, including one annotated bibliography and three
papers (outlined below). These assignnents are designed to build upon each

ot her and provide students with a detail ed understanding of a single energing
pat hogen. At the end of the semester, each teamof two students wll

coll aborate on a 12-15 mnute oral presentation about their energi ng pat hogen
These presentations will give menbers of the class the opportunity to learn
about several emerging pathogens and the infectious diseases which they cause.

SUMVARY OF WRI TTEN AND ORAL ASS| GNVENTS:

1. Witing Assignnment 1: Epidem c Reports
Approxi mate length: 2 -3 pages
Students will research and briefly summarize 3 recent epidem cs which have

been associated with their enmer gi ng pat hogen. This paper should include
an anal ysis of conmon features shared by the epi dem cs, and
shoul d di scuss "the factors related to energence" which are illustrated by the
epi dem cs. The reader should conme away with a clear
under st andi ng of why this pathogen is considered to be energing or
reenmerging. Copies of the 3 epidemc reports should be turned in with the
summary for grading. The information in this assignnent also will be
i ncorporated into Witing Assignment 4 (see bel ow) .
2. Witing Assignnment 2: Annotated Bibliography

Approxi mate | ength: 1-2 pages

Students will be taught by Ms. Nancy El der, Head Librarian of the Life
Science Llbrary, about library research nethods and the many
resources which are available to themat The University of Texas at

Austin. M. Elder will guide the class in an interactive on-1line conputer
search of the MEDLI NE data base for information about the energing
pat hogen Cryptosporidium Using avail abl e resources, student s
will research the literature and submt for approval a prelimnary bibliography,
and then turn i n an annot ated bi bl i ography about their energing
pat hogen. [In an annotated bibliography, each reference is
acconpani ed by a few sentences of explanation describing the work. The
conpl et ed annot at ed bi bl i ography shoul d consist of: 1 book
chapter, 2 review articles, and 5 original peer-reviewd research
papers (related to the pathogenesi sand/or the host's reponse to infection with
t he pat hogen ). Thi s bibliography will serve as the body of information
for Witing Assignnent 4.



3. Witing Assignment 3: Summary of an Oiginal Research Paper

Approxi mate | ength: 2-3 pages

Students will read a paper fromthe original, peer-reviewed scientific
literature relating to the pat hogenesi s of their energing
pat hogen and wite a summary of that paper. Exercises in class and

information in the text will help guide students in effectively reading a
research paper, in analyzing data, and in accurately sunmari zing the
essence of the paper in one or two sentences. Students will have

the opportunity to present their 2 sentence sunmaries and a figure or
table fromtheir paper to the class usi ng an over head projector or
other visual aid. This experience will help prepare themfor the final ora

presentation. A copy of the original research paper should be turned in
with the summary for grading. The original research paper used in
this assignment also will beconme part of Witing Assignnent 4.

4. Witing Assignnment 4: Literature Review Paper

Approxi mate | ength: 8-10 pages (excluding references)

In this paper, students will expand upon previous assignnents by witing a
short literature review summari zi ng the present state of
know edge about their energing pathogen as it has been reported in

books and journals. The challenge of this assignment will be for students
to eval uate and understand the i nformati on they have collected, to
par aphrase and summarize it in their own words, and to present it in a

coherent, organi zed manner. Students will be given a suggested format to
follow The instructor will be available to neet with students
individually to review their outlines, notes, and bibliography before

they begin drafting this paper. The finished paper should be submtted
for grading in a three ring binder along with copies of the three
epidemc reports (fromWiting Assignment 1), copies of the two review

articles, and copies of the five original research papers (including the
one used in Witing Assignnent 3).

5. "Oral Presentation (teanms of two students)

Approxi mate | ength: 12-15 m nutes

By this time in the senmester, students have gai ned a thorough
under st andi ng of their energi ng pathogen and are ready to communi cate aspects

of what they have learned to the class. The challenge of this
assignment will be for teans of two students to streamine the information they
have and to present it to the audience in an interesting manner
using visual aids. Visual aids can be as "low tech"” as a bl ackboard, or
as "high tech" as a power point presentation. Each nmenber of the teamwill
pr esent

6-7 mnutes of information and students will be given both an individua
grade and a "team grade" for the overall effectiveness of their presentation
Witten materials used during the presentation and copi es of t he

visual aids are to be turned in at the conpletion of the presentation

GENERAL REQUI REMENTS FOR WRI TI NG ASSI GNVENTS:

1. Assi gnnents shoul d be typed and doubl e-spaced with a font size of 12
point. (Note that regardl ess of the font size and style, the tota
nunber of words per page shoul d be approxi mately 250.) Margins on

the left and right should be 1 1/4 in. and 1 in. on the top and bottom
Each witing assignnment shoul d include a title page. References
should be cited on a separate page at the end of the assignnent.



2. Pl ease prepare two copies of all witing assignments and referenced

papers. One set will be graded, the other will be retained by

the instructor. Note that the notebook prepared for Witing Assignment 4
also will be kept by the instruct or.

GENERAL CRI TERI A FOR GRADI NG WRI TI NG ASSI GNIVENTS:

1. Scientific Content - Is the scientific content accurate and conpl ete?

2. Organi zation- |Is the paper well organized? Does it floww th a |ogica
begi nni ng and end?

3. Styl e- Does the paper read easily? Does it have correct enphasis in each
par agr aph and section?

4. Use of the English Language - Does the paper use correct sentence and

par agraph structure, granmar, word usage, and spel ling?

5. Ref erences- Are the references presented in the correct format (i.e. ASM
style)?

POLI CY ON LATE ASSI GNVENTS:
Assignnents turned in late will have 5 points per day deducted fromthe total
score.

POLI CY ON REWRI TI NG PAPERS:

At the end of the senmester, students will be given the opportunity to rewite a
paper of their choice and submt it for regrading by the instructor. Students
must turn in the both the original paper and the revision for regrading.

DETERM NATI ON OF FI NAL GRADES

Final grades in this course will be determ ned as foll ows:

1. Witing Assignnment 1 10%
2. Witing Assignnment 2 5%
3. Witing Assignment 3 20%
4. Witing Assignment 4 35%
5. O al Presentation 20%
6. Partici pati on and

In-dass Witing
Assi gnnent s 10%

CLASS ATTENDANCE AND PARTI Cl PATI ON:

Pl ease note that your attendance and participation in class are inportant for
the success of this course. Therefore, attendance will be taken each cl ass
period. Students will be all owed one unexcused absence w t hout penalty. QO her
absences mnmust be preapproved by the instructor. Students who miss class (with
the prior approval of the instructor) will have the opportunity to conplete a
make-up witing assignment so that their grade will not be penalized.

PCLI CY ON SCHOLASTI C DI SHONESTY



Students who violate University rules on schol astic dishonesty (including

pl agerisn) are subject to disciplinary penalties, including the possibility of
failure in the course and/or dismssal from The University. Since each

di shonesty harns the individual, all students, and the integrity of The

Uni versity, policies on scholastic dishonesty will be strictly enforced.

The witing you submt for evaluation in this course nust be your own.
Submitting another student's work as your own, or using sonmeone el se's words

wi thout giving themdue credit is plagerism a serious formof acadenic

di shonesty. Pl agerism may be the result of sinple ignorance in howto
reference others' work or the result of sloppy, carel ess docunmentation. It is
your responsibility to learn the accepted conventions for docunmenting the work
of others. Ignorance is no excuse! |If you are unsure about what is acceptable,
pl ease study your text and/or the other books about scientific witing which are
on reserve in the Life Science Library. Skilled counselors are also avail able
to help you at the Undergraduate Witing Center and the Learning Skills Center
on canpus (see bel ow).

RESOURCES AVAI LABLE TO STUDENTS IN TH S COURSE

1. RESOURCES ON EMERG NG PATHOGENS
a. Introductory Lecture on Emerging Infectious D seases
During the second class period, the instructor will present an
i ntroductory |lecture on emerging i nfectious di seases which

wi || enphasize the six factors that shape infectious di sease energence.
Students will be given a copy of a book chapter entitled "Factors in

Emer gence" taken from Lederberg, J., RE Shope, and S.C
(Caks (eds.), Energing Infections- Mcrobial Threats to Health in

the United States. 1992. National Acadeny Press, Washington, D.C. This
chapt er di scusses the factors that have resulted in
di sease energence and reenergence and |ists exanpl es of

enmergent bacteria, rickettsiae, chlanydiae, viruses, protozoans,
hel m nt hs, and fungi.

b. Books on Reserve in the Life Science Library
Several current books about energing infectious di seases have been
purchased by the Life Science Library and are on reserve for

your use. These books are listed in a separate handout.

Students will be given a list of the emergi ng pathogens which appear in
t hese books. Choosi ng one of the pathogens fromthis list wll
make it easy to find the "book chapter” reference for Witing

Assi gnnent 4. Ms. Nancy El der, Head Librarian, and Ms. Susanne Markgren
Ref erence Assi stant,

are available to assist you with these books or with your reference

guesti ons.

C. Emergi ng I nfectious D seases Wbsite
(http://ww. esbh. ut exas. edu/ fi el d/ 128c)

A website has been set up with a variety of links that deal with
enmer gi ng i nfectious di seases, including hone pages
for The Centers for D sease Control and Prevention, The Wrld

Heal th Organi zati on, The Texas Departnment of Health, Medscape, and others.



I ncl uded on the CDC website is the peer-reviewed journal ,

Enmergi ng I nfectious Di seases, published by the National Cent er
for Infectious D seases. Al issues of this journal (which has been published
since 1995), and other library reserve materials can be accessed on

t he website.

2. RESOURCES ON WRI TI NG :
a. Books on Reserve in the Life Science Library
Several general reference books on scientific witing have been
pl ace on reserve at the Life Science Library for your use.
a. The Undergraduate Witing Center (WL) (471-6222)
Located on the second floor of the Flawn Academ c Center, the UWC
hel ps UT students i nprove their witing. Wthout charge,

consultants at the UAC will hel p students organize

i deas, clarify thoughts, or revise papers- whatever a students nmay need.
Students may drop-in or phone in advance for an appoi ntment.
M C 128C students will be given a brochure about t he
services offered by the UAC

b. The Learning Skills Center (LSC) (471-3614)

The LSC, located in Jester Center A332, offers Ul students a nunber
of services including tutoring in witing by trained peer
counselors. In the Study Skills Lab, students can inprove their granmmar,

vocabul ary, or witing processes through self-study materials. Non-
native English speakers can i nprove their skills in speaking
English, |istening conprehension, witing, and reading with various

| ab resources.

C. Comput ers on Canpus
For students who do not own a conputer, please consult the follow ng
websites for information about conputers on canpus that

you may use:

1. For university wi de conputer support, access the UT COWPUTI NG
WEBPAGE at :
www. ut exas. edu/ conput er
2. For conputers in the life sciences, access the webpage for the
LI FE SCl ENCES COVPUTATI ONAL FACI LI TY at:

www. | i fesci.utexas. edu/l scsf/conmputing. ht m

DEAR DODI E,

THANK YOU SO MJCH FOR REVIEWNG THI' S FOR ME!'!! HERE ARE SOVE QUESTI ONS THAT
ARE STILL ON My M ND ABOUT THE COURSE:

1. DCES TH S COURSE CONTAI N TOO MANY ASSI GNMENTS FOR THE ONE HOUR OF CREDI T?



( AND

ARE THE WRI TI NG ASSI GNVENTS REASONABLE LENGTHS?

SHOULD WRI TI NG ASSI GNVENT 1 ( EPI DEM C REPORTS) | NCLUDE 2 RATHER THAN 3
EPI DEM C PAPERS?

DO YQU THI NK THE NUMBER OF REFERENCES REQUI RED FOR WRI TI NG ASSI GNVENT 2
THUS FOR ASSIGNVENT 4 ) 1S THE RI GHT NUMBER?

DO YQU THI NK STUDENTS SHOULD BE REQUI RED TO TURN I N THEI R NOTES AND
OVERHEADS AFTER THE ORAL PRESENTATI ON ?

SHOULD THERE BE SOMETHI NG I N WRI TI NG ABOUT THE CRI TERI A USED TO GRADE THE
ASSI GNVENTS? (I DON' T HAVE THI S STRAIGAT IN My OAN M ND YET!)

WOULD YOU TAKE ATTENDANCE?

DO YQU HAVE ANY SUGGESTI ONS ABOQUT THE PACI NG OF THE CLASS SCHEDULE?

9. ANY OTHER COMMENTS OR SUGGESTI ONS?



